
GSC Meeting - Minutes  

March Meeting (3/2/09)  

Bldg 50/Room 1227 

 

Attendance:  Kim Baxter, Matt Berberich, Kate Callahan, Dan Crooks, Julien Debbache, Sandra Dillahunt, Tom 

Johnson, Emma Kurnat-Thoma, Candace Pfefferkorn, Andre Pilon, Kate Szarama, Micah Webster, Angelo 

Kolokithas (Conference Call), Betsey Wade 
 

Meeting began at 4:00pm 
 

I. General Business (20 min)  
1. Introductions 

2. Secretary: Tom Johnson—no news 
3. Treasurer: Matt Berberich—working on fundraising proposals to be submitted to FAES and GPP          

4. GPP Notes - Update on interviews 

i. Betsey Wade: Thank you for all the help with recruitment.  Offers have been sent out with response 

deadlines of April 15
th
; news on next year’s class is forthcoming.  

ii. Next month Sharon Milgram will talk about the upcoming external evaluation of the GPP (20-30 min 

with Q&A).  Process will require student feedback. 

iii. The next issue of The Catalyst will include a 400 word essay about GS3 and Thesis Talks.  If you would 
like to volunteer to write the article, please contact Betsey Wade.         

5. April 6th GSC meeting to be held in Building 50, room 1328/1334, 4-5pm in order to videoconference with 

RML and Baltimore. All future meetings will be held at this location and time.  
6. Invitation to address NIH Training Directors to ask for their support on GSC initiatives. 

i. Will be presented by GSC Co-Chairs at the March meeting of the NIH Training Directors, to include 

info about the Symposium and other events. 

7. Need volunteers for students to help plan the GPP retreat – Micah Webster and Candace Pfefferkorn volunteered 
8. Kim will be the GSC representative for the new Student Center planning committee.  If you have questions or 

suggestions, please contact Kim. 

9. Committee Responsibilities:  
i. Please submit food orders to GPP at least 1 month in advance 

ii. Announce upcoming events on GSX calendar, GSChronicles, and to Co-chairs 

iii. Please keep your committee webpage up to date—See section II-8-ii. 
iv. Be an ambassador for the GSC by welcoming graduate students when you see them at events      

II. Committee Reports (30 min)  

1. Social Committee  
i. Ice skating to take place on Wed 3/4/09 @ National Mall (4pm).  Contact Nick with questions. 
ii. Navy bowling night is being planned for the latter half of March. 

2. Triad Lunches 
i. Kim Baxter (Bldg 1), Kate Szarama (Bldg 10/B1), and Vania Cao (Bldg 35), & Baltimore; This 

Wednesday March 4 at 12pm, Please Come! 

ii. Paper tent signs were handed out so that triad lunch tables can be easily identified 

3. Academic Committee  
i. Teaching: Kate Callahan; Amanda Higley; Matt Berberich  

1. Sign up to lead a summer journal club—email Betsey Wade or Kate Callahan 

2. Kate Szarama joined committee to head up FAES techniques course 

ii. Biophysics and Structural Biology Interest Group: Tamara James 
1. Meeting in March to Discuss X-ray crystallography  

iii. Systems Neuroscience Interest Group: Tracy Jill Doty  

1. Meeting on March 6th, 4pm, Grad Student Lounge—Matt Berberich is presenting 
2. General question of whether these interest group meetings could be teleconferenced to RLM or 

Baltimore—decided that we will start with only GSC meetings and GS3.  If successful, may 

expand teleconferencing to other meetings. 

4. Career Development  
i. Pathways: Nick McBride, Shau-Ming Wei, Sally McMillin 

1. Publishing in high impact journals—moved from 3/17 to 3/16 from 9-11am.  Considering a 

breakfast or lunch for this meeting 
2. K99 grant seminar scheduled for 4/17 

ii. GS3: Matt Berberich  



1. Formalized seminar; Now accepting applications (See Handout) 

2. March 19
th
 focus on cancer research, 1pm in Bldg 50 Room 1227, Speakers are Nicole McNeil 

and Sandra Chapman 

1. Advertisement flyers were passed out during meeting—please post around your 

buildings 
2. Dan Crooks to announce during next FELCOM meeting 

iii.  Spring Career Symposium: Sandra Chapman and Jason Warfel  

1. Save the date May 19
th
 

2. Still working on inviting speaker 
5. Community Service – Kim Baxter, Sandra Dillahunt, Augustin Luna 

i. Manna Food Packing April 7
th
 

ii. Relay for Life April 18-19 (overnight)- Accepting donations and team members (see website) 
iii.  Cooking and serving dinner at Children’s Inn on May 27

th
 (Wednesday) 

6. Trainee Advisory Committee – Emma Kurnat-Thoma, Julien Debbache, Sandra Chapman 

i. Individual Student Lunch this Friday March 6
th
 in Grad Student Lounge—confirm that email went out to 

all Indiv. Students. 

7. Partnership Representatives  
i. All Partnership Reps are on the Orientation Committee.  Need to meet with GPP to start planning 

orientation.  Kate Szarama will be chair of the Orientation Committee. 
ii. International Individual Reps: Julien Debbache, Guillaume LeBoucher 

iii. US Individual Reps: Sandra Chapman, Sandra Dillahunt 

iv. Formal Reps: Kate Szarama, Shau-Ming Wei, Ashley Owen, Micah Webster, Sariah Khormaee, Lydia 
Durant, Andre Pilon, Augustin Luna, Shawna Graves, Matt Berberich, Candace Pfefferkorn, Jill 

Harunaga, Anastasia Tikhonova, Emma Kornat-Thoma, Kevin Woolard 

8. Public Relations Committee  
i. Newsletter – Co-Editors: Cynthia Chang, Becca Chodroff, Vania Cao 
ii. Website – Web Mistress: Christina Saikus 

1. New policy for updating the website: 

1. To update, fill out the submission form (passed out in hard copy and located on GSX) to 
Christina 

2. Updates will occur every Thursday morning—aim to submit by Wednesday 

3. Make sure that you attach update files to emails by using the “insert file” command and 
not dragging icons as this reduces resolution dramatically 

iii. GSX – Moderator: Julien Debbache  

1. Email Julien if you’d like to change any dates on the events calendar 

2. Will update the GSX calendar with new GSC meeting time and location 
iv. FELCOM rep: Dan Crooks 

9. Symposium Committee – Kate Callahan, Dan Crooks, Phil Wang, Tom Johnson, Pavitra Kannan 

i. Nancy Wexler asked to be the keynote speaker.  Will be invited by Sharon Milgram. 
10.  Thesis Committee – Tina Tang, Khalisa Herman, Rui Gao, Athena Klutz, Megan Cleland 

i. Developing a website for the thesis committee. 

ii. If you would like to give a thesis talk at NIH, please contact GSCthesis@od.nih.gov for details 
iii. Handout distributed which details 10 things to do to prepare for a thesis talk 

III. New Business 
1. Issue from RML Re: Childcare for IRTAs: 

i. Contacted head of childcare at NIH 
1. 500 IRTAs in Bethesda and 20 IRTAs in RML would benefit from childcare for IRTAs 

2. Letters have been sent out to congress to encourage legislation that would make this possible 

3. Angelo encouraged anyone interested to write their Congressman or Senator (templates can be 
obtained from Angelo) 

4. Suggested that the issue be brought up with FELCOM  

2. Take committee photos (Executive; Teaching; GS3; Public Relations; Symposium;)  

 

Meeting concluded at 4:45pm  


